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BABYLON 5 EDITION 


“BIG BANG” IS FIRING-UP 


he Chicago Sci-Fi Expo, which is scheduled for June 24-25 at 

the Qdeum Convention Center in Villa Park, Illinois, is promising 
to be a major BABYLON 5 event. The “Big Bang” originally had a 
guest list that was comprised of a mixed 
line-up of media stars and writers, 
including Mark Hammill, Mira Furlan, 
Michael O’Hare, Bill Mumy, Richard 
Biggs, John de Lancie, Robert O'Reilly, 
Harry Turtledove, Jody Nye, and Bill 
Fortune. Once J. Michael Straczynski 
and Harlan Ellison committed to making 
an appearance the BABYLON 5 momen- 
tum of the convention seemed to shift 
gears. 

Convention Management Corp. has 
already hosted a publicity party for the 
convention at Chicago's Planet Hollywood 
with BABYLON 5 guests JMS, Furlan, 
O'Hare, Claudia Christian, and Kathryn 
Drennan (see article below). 


BABYLON 5 NIGHT AT 


ISN EXCLUSIVE - Planet Hollywood, Chicago, IL 


Michael Straczynski, Mira Furlan, and Michael O'Hare arrived 

a around 6:15, and | think Claudia Christian followed shortly 
thereafter. Most people at this point congregated at various tables 
and talked for awhile, getting to know the people they very likely did- 
n't know at their tables. | met one GEnie lurker, as well as Louise 
Kleba (a subscriber to The Centaurian Sentinel and GEnie) for the 
first time. A// were great people, and | hope to see more of them in 
the future - like in June. 

At 7:00 we watched “All Alone in the Night.” When it came on 
there were some audio problems at the very beginning. Ah well. . . 

AWESOME EPISODE!!! Talk about riveted. When it was over | 
couldn’t understand where the time had gone. 

Afterward, Joe went up front to answer questions - which proved 
interesting . . . considering we had no microphone, and there was a 
lot of background noise. But he moved into the middle of the crowd 
(right next to me), spoke loudly, stood on a chair part of the time, 
and did very well, answering questions. Nothing ground breaking or 
earth shattering, though his sense of humor came through very 
well. 

Michael followed Joe on the chair, after properly bowing before 
Joe and offering to kiss his ring. As you can see, his sense of 
humor was also intact. Unfortunately, he had 
something of a cold, so he couldn't talk too long. 


he was great as always, very friendly, and 
much to my amazement, his memory for 
names and faces continues - he remembered 


But those of us close caught everything. Anyway, 


The Centaurian Sentinel is a newsletter dedicated to J. Michael Straczynski’s television series, Babylon 5. 


Pre-registered attendees for the Big Bang (see convention list- 
ings on pg. 2 for more information) will get a regular newsletter 
and free invitations to a series of promotional BABYLON 5 events 
to be held at the Planet Hollywood in 
Chicago (the first being in mid-March 
will feature Jerry Doyle). 

According to Tom Christoffersen of 
CMC, Lucas Films will be a major 
sponsor, with every major game com- 
pany participating (several having tour- 
naments that attendees will be able to 
participate in). The expo will have 
numerous movie props, displays, and 
one-of-a-kind items that have never 
been seen by the public before. An 
incredible effects stage show is also 
planned, and unannounced surprises 
are expected. Fans from eight coun- 
tries will be attending. Stay tuned for 
more exciting news. * 


PLANE T HOLLYWOOD 


me from last April at l-Con. 

Mira followed him, and unfortunately, her voice was mostly 
drowned by the background noise of the restaurant. However, those 
of us closer to her were able to talk to her for a bit, and got to hold 
something a little closer to a conversation, which was nice. This was 
the first time | really got to talk to her (met her briefly about two 
years ago, but never got to talk), she’s a wonderful person. The sub- 
ject of fandom came up several times, and rather than being fright- 
ened she seemed overall flattered by it all, and really likes the gener- 
al feeling of the sci-fi community. She’s a great find, and | look for- 
ward to seeing her again in June. 

After that, Tom Christoffersen from Convention Management 
Corp. made one of the big announcements of the night, “Project 
Starfury” — the end result of which is to build an actual, working 
Starfury. The current plan is to build a 1⁄4 scale model to be unveiled 
at the Big Bang con in June, and then to have a working, full motion 
simulator within a year after that. Eventually, they hope to be able to 
actually get one in space. To say this is a unique project is to put it 
mildly. And, they also announced that our very own Louise Kleba is 
serving as project director for this project. Congrats Louise! 

After that, it was just general milling, with all the guests signing 
autographs and talking with all of us. It was a wonderful, friendly 
atmosphere, with not too many people around, so everyone got 
some time to talk with them. 

All in all, simply a wonderful evening. 

To those that were there, it was great to see you! And to those 
that were . . . | hope you're coming to the June con. * 


Matt Schmitt 


3 Commercial Credits 
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human condition — comedy to tragedy.” 


The ratings for BABYLON 5 are better then last year at this time - 
bringing in a 6.5 to 7, compared to 4 to 5. J. Michael Straczynski 
has noted that he will not know if the series will be renewed until May. 


ABYLON 5 has been added to Viewers for Quality 

Television, Inc.'s review sheet. According to VCT’s 
January 2-15 Highest Quality Shows survey BABYLON 5 was 
listed as #16, with a qualitative rating of 7.30 (#1 was 
Homicide with 9.40). VCT noted in their newsletter the fol- 
lowing, “There are two shows, in my opinion, that deserve 
our attention and recognition: BABYLON 5 and The 
Highlander. Both of these shows consistently deliver all of 
the ingredients of quality television; scripts with excellent 
character development, good realization of the characters by 
the actors, intelligent treatment of controversial subject mat- 
ter, and a variety of plots that cover the full range of the 


Ken Gillies, a subscriber from Port Moody, BC, Canada, writes, “If 
BABYLON 5 is to continue with strong ratings and not be lost in the 
current deluge of science fiction and syndicated programming, we 
the fans must be vocal and demonstrate that there is a substantial 
audience out there. BABYLON 5 has continued to improve with the 
second season, both story wise and in the upgrading of sets and 
effects. With the backstory now firmly established the series can 
concentrate on moving forward and allow the saga to unfold over the 
intended five seasons, but only if the Neilson ratings reflect a large 
enough audience.” Let your local station know how you feel. 

JMS was listed in Newsweek's “TechnoMania” issue (Feb. 27) as 
one of the 50 influential people to watch for in cyberspace 


Episode #218, written by JMS, is titled “Confessions and 


Lamentations.” The tentative week of airing in the US is May 22. 
The Centaurian Sentinel will be having a BABYLON 5 fan table at 
l-Con. Stop by if you happen to be in the neighborhood. x 


Myki 


UPCOMING CONVENTIONS WITH BABYLON 5 PERSONNEL 


There are a number of conventions com- 
ing up in the near future that will have 
BABYLON 5 stars as guests. Below is a 
listing with addresses where further infor- 
mation can be obtained. Be aware that 
guest changes may occur due to last 
minute problems. * 


Vulkon, March 24-26, Orlando, Florida. 
Bruce Boxleitner will be featured. For more 
information: Vulkon Conventions, c/o Joe 
Motes, 12237 S.W. 50th St., Cooper City, 
FL 33330-5406, 305/434-6060. 


l-Con XIV, March 31-April 2, State 
University of New York at Stony Brook. 
Jerry Doyle will be a guest this year. For 
more information: ICON Science Fiction 
Inc., PO. Box 550, Stony Brook, NY 
11790-0050; 516/632-6045; e-mail 
icon@ic.sunysb.edu. 


Con-Troll, April 21-23, Houston, TX, 
Ramada Northwest Freeway. Jerry Doyle 
will be the Media Guest of Honor. Call 
713/895-9202 or write, with SASE, to: 
Con-Troll, PO. Box 740969-1025, 
Houston, TX 77274. 

Babcom 95, April 29-30, Birmingham, 
England, National Exhibition Centre, 
featuring J. Michael Straczynski, Claudia 
Christian, Peter Jurasik. Send SASE or 
international reply coupon to Stargazer 
Productions International, 22 Reindeer 
Court, Worcester WR1 2DS, England. Tel: 
01905 613005; FAX 01905 613158; 
Information hotline: 0891 517037. 


lowa State University, spring 1995, 
Ames, IA. J. Michael Straczynski will be 
at a seminar to speak on technology in 
popular culture, and how science fiction 
affects today's technology. For more 
information: Theresa M. Benson, 
tmbenson @iastate. edu. 

Horizons BabCon, April or May, England. 
J. Michael Straczynski is scheduled to 
appear, more information. to follow. 
Convention Center, Memorial Day week- 
end, Anaheim, CA. J. Michael Straczynski 
to attending, more information to follow. 


Big Bang Convention, Chicago, IL, June 
24-25. Featuring J. Michael Straczynski, 
Michael O'Hare, Mira Furlan, Bill Mumy, 
Richard Biggs, Harlan Ellison. Odeum, Villa 
Park, IL. $35 general admission (one day), 
$150 VIP $250 Deluxe VIP (VIP includes a 
writing seminar, gambling riverboat outing 
with con guests on June 23, hotel accom- 
modations.) Tickets available through 
Ticketron. Call Convention Management 
Corp. 708/529-7318 for more informa- 
tion or reservations. 


Magnum Opus Con, July 13-16, Callaway 
Gardens Resort in Pine Mountain, GA. 
Bruce Boxleitner and Patricia Tallman 
(telepath from the pilot) will be there. For 
more information: e-mail fredg@vnet. net. 


Toronto Trek IX, August 4-6, Toronto, 
Canada. Everett Burrell (B5 special effects 
makeup designer) will be Tech Guest of 
Honor, Mira Furlan will be a guest. More 
guests to be announced. For more informa- 
tion: e-mail vonthorn@io.org or 
C.LYON@genie.geis.com, or mail Toronto 
Trek IX, Suite 0116, Box 187, 65 Front 
Street West, Toronto, Ontario MSU 3Ge. 
Tel: 416/699-4666, FAX 416/699-5512. 


Starquest 95, August 18-20, San Jose, 
CA. Featuring Michael O'Hare and Walter 
Koenig. For more information: Starquest 
95, PO. Box 56412, Hayward, CA 94545- 
6412. Include a SASE. 

Farpoint 95, October 6-8, Hunt Valley, 
MD. Bruce Boxleitner is scheduled to 


appear. For more information: Farpoint 95, 
7859 Marioak Dr., Elkridge, MD 21227. 


Editor/Publisher * Michael Zmuda 


LaGrange Con, October 27-29, Cleveland, 
OH. Bruce Boxleitner is scheduled to appear. 


LOSCON 22, November 24-26, Airport 
Hilton, Burbank, CA. UNCONFIRMED 
appearance, but it's quite likely that J. 
Michael Straczynski will be there. For more 
information: LASFS, 11513 Burbank Blvd., 
N. Hollywood, CA 91601. Phone: 
818/760-9234. E-mail: Rbourget@aol.com. 


compiled by Sandra Bruckner 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Send letters supporting Michael O’Hare’s 
future involvement with BABYLON 5, and 
any other positive comments about the 
series, to Dick Robertson, c/o Warner 
Bros Domestic Television, 4000 Warner 
Boulevard, Burbank, CA 91522. Keep your 
correspondence short and polite, and do 
not write BABYLON 5 on the envelope. 


DATA REFERENCES 


Following are recently published 
BABYLON 5 related articles: 


The Little Space Station that Could (BABY- 
LON 5 article), Kevin Stevens, Sci-Fi 
Universe, Vol. 1, No. 5, March 1995, pg. 
22. This issue also includes a BS cover, 10 
other related articles, and a guide to first 
season episodes. 


Pressures of Command (Boxleitner article), 
Joe Nazzaro, Starlog, No. 213, April 1995, 
pg. 27. 


Senior Editor * Sandra Bruckner 
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5 PERSONNEL FILE 


ALLIANCE MEMBERS ONLY! 


Morden 


Profile: Morden, a human agent for the Shadows, myste- 
riously appeared on Babylon 5 asking each ambassador, 
“What do you want?” Delenn refused to answer him and 
Kosh tried to avoid him. Ambassador Londo Mollari’s 
answer was the only one that seemed to. satisfy Morden. 
Mollari had commented that he wanted his people to 
reclaim their rightful place in the galaxy. 

Morden has helped Mollari since then in taking. claim 
for Centauri victories against the Narn. Thotigh Mollari 
has been praised by Centauri, he regrets having asked 
Morden for his help — he did not realize how many Narns 
were to be killed in the first incident that destroyed a mili- 
tary outpost. In exchange Mollari, at some point, must 
return a favor to Morden. 

The Shadows are a phanton-like race of aliens who's 
homeworld is Z’ha’dum. They have been written about in 
Narn history books and dreamt about in Centauri visions. 

The second season of BABYLON 5 is titled “The 
Coming of Shadows,” which refers to these mysterious 
beings. 


Morden is played by Ed Wasser. 


Credentials: 


BABYLON 5 AT CAPRICON 


he BABYLON 5 personalities that attended B5 night at 

Chicago's Planet Hollywood decided to attend CapriCon 
the next day to sign more autographs. Michael O'Hare was 
even talked into staying a second day when he discovered 
that many people wanted to meet him. He spent much of 
Saturday discussing the television and film industry's percep- 
tion of fans, the importance of honesty in relationships, his 
acting, and childhood memories. It was reported that on 
Sunday a “News from BABYLON 5” fan panel drew a SRO 
crowd, beating out the attendees from the “News from Star 
Trek’ crowd which had meet the previous day. * 


The Pak’ma’ra 


Profile: The Pak’Ma’ra are members of the League of Non- 
Aligned Worlds. They are a race of philosophers who are 


carrion-eaters. 


The J’iv 


Profile: The J'iv are members of the League of Non-Aligned 


Worlds. 


GARIBALDI BUS Ts CON-DOR 


erry Doyle appeared as Guest of Honor at Con-Dor in San 
Diego, CA, the weekend of February 24. Reports on the 
convention all were unanimous . . . he was a great choice! 
Supposedly this was one of his first convention appearances. 
Larry DiTillio attended as well. It was only appropriate to bring 
up the future nuking of San Diego, he mentioned that the 
footage of the San Diego waste-lands was actually reused from 
an episode of Captain Powers. 
John lacovelli and Adam “Mojo” Lebowitz also made appear- 
ances with video and slide presentations. * 
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The Quality of Mercy 

tef he Quality of Mercy” begins with Londo on a crusade to 
improve relations between Centauri and the other species 

on Babylon 5. He meets Lennier and promises to take him under 

his wing and educate him. 

Two citizens have been murdered and a security officer has 
been brutally slayed on Babylon 5. A suspect named Karl Mueller 
is found guilty of murder in the first degree. 

Dr. Stephen Franklin is supporting a free clinic on Brown level. 
He has been diverting supplies to the center. Susan Ivanova 
comes down to check out a rumor that the clinic exists . . . and 
eventually is persuaded to help Franklin. 

Mueller’s punishment will be “death of personality”. It has been 
decided that he will have his mind scanned by Talia Winters and 
then erased before being programmed with a new memory that 
will make him productive to the community. 

Franklin investigates a rumor of an unlicensed healer practic- 
ing on Brown level. He finds a woman named Dr. Laura Rosen 
who is using an alien device to heal illnesses and broken bones. 
After tredtment patients give her whatever they can as payment. 
Rosen was once a real doctor who had accidentally killed a patient 
while she was operating under the influence of stimulants. 

Londo takes Lennier into the Dark Star bar. Minbari can not 
process alcohol - it causes psychotic impulses and homicidal out- 
rages if they consume it. As Londo is discussing things with 
Lennier he finds out that Lennier excels in probability. The two 
head off to a poker game. 

Winters must enter Mueller’s mind to scan for the murders 
that he had committed. She finds that he is responsible for killing 
dozens of beings. 

Franklin finds out that the patients who are being treated with 
the machine are actually being cured. Rosen had purchased the 
device from a trader who did not know how it worked. It was origi- 
nally designed as a form of corporal punishment - life energy was 
removed to heal others. She has Lakes Syndrome, with only a 
couple of years to live, so she doesn’t mind giving-up her life ener- 
gy to help others. She wants to keep it a secret so that she can 
regain her right as a healer. 

As Londo joins in on a card game he opens a button on his 
shirt and an appendage comes out and sneaks under the table to 
cheat on cards. The appendage gets trapped under a pitcher of 
ice water. Londo is caught cheating and he and Lennier, who has 
been drinking alcohol, gets into a bar fight. 

As Mueller is being lead by security to be brain-wiped he 
breaks loose and is flashed in the arm. He goes to Rosen to get 
healed, and since his wound is bigger than usual he is draining 
her life force. She reverses the machine on him and drains his life 
out. Rosen is judged as acting in self defense, she must turn the 
machine over to Babylon 5. She has been cured of Lake 
Syndrome and leaves the station in search of a new quest. 

Lennier takes the blame for the brawl, saying that he asked 
Londo to show him around. According to Lennier it was “An honor 
to help another save face.” 

Dr. Laura Rosen was played by June Lockhart, Kate McNeil as 
Janice Rosen, and Mark Rolston as Kar! Mueller. “The Quality of 
Mercy” was written by J. Michael Straczynski. 


BABYLON 5 EPISODES 


Chrysalis 


oc hrysalis” begins with Londo upset about the situation at 

Quadrant 37. The Narns have been attacking Centauri that 
are traveling into the neutral territory near a Narn military outpost 
which is on the border of Centauri space. The Centauri must give 
all rights of the quadrant to the Narns. 

Stephen Petrov, a lurker from Brown 2, stumbles up to 
Michael Garibaldi and warns him that he has to stop someone. His 
last words are “They are going to kill him.” 

President Luis Santiago is on a five planet goodwill tour. 

Jeffrey sinclair proposes marriage to Catherine Sakai, she 
accepts. 

Delenn is relayed an answer to a question she had posed to 
Kosh. Lennier conveys the answer, “Yes.” 

Garibaldi goes to Brown Level to investigate. Petrov was hired 
to load cargo for someone named Devereaux and had found out 
something that had scared him half to death. 

Morden tells Londo that he knows that he has a problem on 
his hands and must meet with him. Londo is told by Morden to tell 
the Centauri government that he has the situation under control. 
Morden asks for a favor sometime in the future. 

Delenn goes to Kosh to confirm the reply. She tells Kosh that 
he will no longer see her as she currently appears. 

Garibaldi finds Devereaux and tells him that he has to come to 
security for questioning. Devereaux implies that Garibaldi will be 
getting in over his head if he interferes. 

Londo tells Vir to send a message to Centauri Prime that he 
will be taking care of the situation at Quadrant 37. 

Sinclair gives G'Kar advice to speak wisely to the Centauri and 
not to do anything irrational. 

Sinclair and Sakai meet with Ivanova and Garibaldi for dinner. 
Garibaldi is asked to be Best Man and Ivanova to be Maid of Honor 
at their wedding. They both accept. Garibaldi gets a call that 
Devereaux is missing. When Garibaldi took him into custody he 
noticed that Devereaux’s PPG did not have a serial number on it - 
only special agents in Earth Force Security are issue weapons with- 
out numbers. 

Quadrant 37 is attacked and destroyed by the Shadows - mys- 
terious spider-like ships that seem to appear out of nowhere. 

Vice President Morgan Clark, who has a viral infection, leaves 
the tour to recooperate and hopes to catch-up on the return trip. 

Garibaldi investigates a shipment that did not make it out due 
to engine problem with a freighter. The cargo which is supposed to 
be medical supplies turns out to be transmitters that have been 
set to broadcast static to block out transmissions on the Earth 
Force One's gold channel frequency. Garibaldi’s assistant signals to 
someone that he has found out. 

Garibaldi is stopped by Devereaux and is shot in the back by 
the assistant. Garibaldi manages to broadcast an ultra-violet alert 
to Sinclair before he passes out, just as New Years 2286 is being 
celebrated. 

Delenn enters Sinclair’s quarters and tells him that “We have a 
lot to discuss . . . . There are things that you should know.” They 
discuss his detainment on the Minbari craft. Sinclair promises to 
meet with her as soon as he can. 

Na’Toth tells G'Kar that the Narn outpost no longer exists. 
10,000 of the best Narn warriors are dead. “Centauri do not have 
the will to do it. There is someone else out there Na’Toth,” G'Kar 


replies. 
continued on page 8 


SIGNS AND PORTENTS - Season1 Episode Guide 


“It was the Dawn of the Third Age of Mankind, ten years after 
the Earth/Minbari War. The Babylon Project was a dream given 
form, its goal: to prevent another war by creating a place where 
humans and aliens could work out their differences peacefully. 
It’s a port of call, home away from home for diplomats, hustlers, 
entrepreneurs and wanderers. Humans and aliens wrapped in 
ten million, five hundred thousand tons of spinning metal... 
all alone in the night. 


“It can be a dangerous place, but its our last best hope for 
peace. 


“This is the story of the last of the Babylon stations. 
“The Year is 2258. 
“The name of the place... is Babylon 5.” 


Commander Jeffrey David Sinclair 


first season opening narration 


Episodes for BABYLON 5's first season, titled “Signs and 
Portents,” are listed in order of airing. The order of episode pro- 
duction is listed in parenthesis, starting with #101. Since BABY- 
LON 5 is shown on different nights in many viewing areas the air 
dates are listed by the week that it premiered. 


Midnight on the Firing Line 

Aired week of January 23, 1994 (#103). 

Writer: J. Michael Straczynski. Director: Richard Compton. 
Soul Hunter 

Aired week of January 30, 1994 (#102). 

Writer: J. Michael Straczynski. Director: Jim Johnson. 
Born to the Purple 

Aired week of February 6, 1994 (#104). 

Writer: Larry DiTillio. Director: Bruce Seth Green. 
Infection 

Aired week of February 13, 1994 (#1071). 

Writer: J. Michael Straczynski. Director: Richard Compton. 
The Parliament of Dreams 

Aired week of February 20, 1994 (#108). 

Writer: J. Michael Straczynski. Director: Jim Johnson. 
Mind War 

Aired week of February 27, 1994 (#110). 

Writer: J. Michael Straczynski. Director: Bruce Seth Green. 
The War Prayer 

Aired week of March 6, 1994 (#107). 

Writer: D.C. Fontana. Director: Richard Compton. 
And the Sky Full of Stars 

Aired week of March 13, 1994 (#106). 

Writer: J. Michael Straczynski. Director: Janet Greek. 
Deathwalker 

Aired week of April 17, 1994 (#113). 

Writer: Larry DiTillio. Director: Bruce Seth Green. 
Believers 

Aired week of April 24, 1994 (#105). 

Writer: David Gerrold. Director: Richard Compton. 
Survivors 

Aired week of May 1, 1994 (#111). 

Writer: Marc Scott Zicree. Director: Jim Johnson. 


From left to right, Jerry Doyle as Michael Garibaldi, Peter Jurasik as 
Londo Mollari, Claudia Christian as Susan Ivanova, Mira Furlan as Delenn, 
Andrea Thompson as Talia Winters, Andreas Katsulas as G’Kar, Richard 
Biggs as Stephen Franklin, and sitting, Michael O'Hare as Jeffrey Sinclair. 


By Any Means Necessary 

Aired week of May 8, 1994 (#114). 

Writer: Kathyrn Drennan. Director: Jim Johnson. 
Signs and Portents 

Aired week of May 15, 1994 (#116). 

Writer: J. Michael Straczynski. Director: Janet Greek. 
TKO 

Aired week of May 23, 1994 (#119). 

Writer: Larry DiTillio. Director: John Flinn. 

Grail 

Aired week of July 3, 1994 (#109). 

Writer: Christy Marx. Director: Richard Compton. 
Eyes 

Aired week of July 10, 1994 (#122). 

Writer: Larry DiTillio. Director: Jim Johnson. 
Legacies 

Aired week of July 17, 1994 (#115). 

Writer: D.C. Fontana. Director: Bruce Seth Green. 

A Voice in the Wilderness - Part 1 

Aired week of July 24, 1994 (#120). 

Writer: J. Michael Straczynski. Director: Janet Greek. 
A Voice in the Wilderness - Part 2 

Aired week of July 31, 1994 (#121). 

Writer: J. Michael Straczynski. Director: Janet Greek. 
Babylon Squared 

Aired week of August 7, 1994 (#118). 

Writer: J. Michael Straczynski. Director: Jim Johnson. 
The Quality of Mercy 

Aired week of August 14, 1994 (#117). 

Writer: J. Michael Straczynski. Director: Deborah Navarra. 
Chrysalis 

Aired week of October 28, 1994 (#112). 

Writer: J. Michael Straczynski. Director: Janet Greek. 
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BABYLON 5 vs. STAR TREK: 


mong the many fans that | constantly come in contact with, both 

at my store, and at the conventions, | asked the question, ‘which 
do you like better Star Trek Deep Space Nine or BABYLON 5?’. The 
answers that | got surprised me. The majority of the fans | spoke to 
prefer BABYLON 5 (B5) to Deep Space Nine (DS9). These include die- 
hard Star Trek fans, mind you. It’s not that 
they dislike DS9, it’s that they like B5 bet- 
ter. It’s like food preferences. We eat differ- 
ent types of food, but prefer some over oth- 
ers. The fans watch both DS9 and B5, pre- 
fer B5. 

Besides being merely a matter of taste, 
it does hold interest, if one watches the 
future shape of television. The FOX network 
has become a powerhouse in the industry, 
with it’s recent purchase of 12 television 
stations . . . one of its programs made the 
top 10 Nielsen ratings in last May. 
According to many in the industry, it’s no 
longer the three networks and FOX, but the 
four networks. With the launch of Warner 
Bros’ Prime Time Entertainment Network 
(PTEN), as well as Paramount's United 
Paramount Network (UPN), which has Star 
Trek: Voyager, a lot of people are fighting for the hearts and minds of 
the fans. 

Why B5 wins is interesting, and the reasons are as varied as the 
people | spoke with. | prefer BS for a whole slew of reason, including 
most of the ones that | got from the fans. Since most of these opin- 
ions are just that, opinions, bear in mind that to each own is the rule 
here. | am not saying that one is better than the other, as | watch 
both religiously (many thanks go to the wise one who invented time 
shifting on the VCR), but these are expressions of my and other fans’ 
tastes. 


The Hardware 

There is a saying that ‘Form Follows Function’. Assuming that 
that’s true, would somebody explain to me why the pylons on DS9 all 
curve inward, so that the ships parked at the station are literally sit- 
ting cheek by jowl? Almost every space station design that | have ever 
seen keeps the parking positions away from the main body of the sta- 
tion, in case of problems. B5 uses a space station design | remem- 
ber studying in high school, a little over 20 years ago, that NASA had 
been considering, and that seemed to work better. There is a logic to 
where every piece of equipment is on B5. 

Now, take a look at the smaller craft in both shows. BS has a full 
complement of fighter craft, shuttles, cargo craft, etc., and one looks 
capable of handling the job. Look at DS9’s runabouts. Souped up 
shuttlecraft. A little sleeker, a little prettier maybe, but form definitely 
does not follow function. Where do they mount their phasers? 
Wouldn't a military outpost rate some defensive fightercraft? The 
new starship they assigned to DS9, while it looks pretty, just doesn’t 
cut it. Also, most of the time it’s not there, but taking Commander 
Sisko off to some adventure. 


The Military Aspect 

The people in charge of B5 are soldiers — the Starfleet officers on 
DSS are people with ranks. No one who looks at Dr. Bashir could 
possibly believe that he went through a military academy, and wasn’t 
killed by upperclassmen, or his own classmates. Compare him to Dr. 
Franklin, and Dr. Bashir comes up wanting. 

Look at Commanders Sisko and Sinclair. Both are tough. Both have 
seen combat. Both have seen friends and loved ones lost to war. Yet 
Commander Sisko never seems to act like a soldier, while 
Commander Sinclair works at being both an officer, and a gentleman, 
maintaining the most positive aspects of both. There are 
many times that Starfleet officers complained about having to be 
diplomats, as has Sinclair. Yet, Sinclair does his duty, and is a diplo- 
mat. | don’t get that feeling from or about Sisko. 

While many fans are not yet enamored of Captain Sheridan, | can 
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see him in command of either a spaceship, or a fixed station like B5. 
He may not have the presence of someone like Sinclair, but he strikes 
me as being a soldier. 

A recent rerun of an episode of DS9 is a perfect example. Sisko 
and Gul Dukat are in a shuttlecraft facing Sisko’s friend, who has 
defected to the Maquis. Gul Dukat is 
screaming at Sisko to destroy his enemy, 
and Sisko refuses to fire on and destroy his 
friend. Some friend. He had no problem 
shooting at Sisko. It doesn’t matter that 
Sisko's friend is now a wanted fugitive, and 
the Maquis have been declared an enemy of 
both Cardassia and Starfleet. It doesn’t mat- 
ter that this would have sent the exactly 
right message to both the Maquis and 
Cardassia that Starfleet meant what it says. 
Sisko lets him go with a warning. Some les- 
son. I'd be really afraid. This is no soldier 
folks, and this is the last person | would 
want in command of a vitally important fron- 
tier outpost. 

Now | know that a lot of people are going 
to say that things might have changed in the 
400-500 years between now and the time 
of DS9. While that may be true, the military situation in this show is 
no different than the Cold War was for us. Form follows function. 
This is no way for a military, or paramilitary organization to act. 


Characterization/Character Development 

The most critical part of any ongoing series are the characters, 
and their development. How they unfold and change as the seasons 
go by helps keep the audience's attention. There is so much more of 
this going on in B5 than there is in DS9, that it’s almost too hard to 
keep track. While we know a lot about Sisko, and quite a bit of Major 
Kira, ask yourself how much you know about Dax, Chief O’Brien, or 
even Dr. Bashir? Now go back to B5, and ask that same question 
about those characters. 

One only needs to look at Ivanova in an early episode, and compare 
her in a recent one to see the changes that have occurred in this 
character. We know of Garibaldi’s penchant for practical jokes 
(there's always one like him), we know of the strength of character of 
Dr. Franklin, and we even have a lot of background information on 
Ms. Winters, the resident telepath. And of course, the running bat- 
tles between Londo and G'Kar are enough to fill whole episodes. Look 
at the reams of information about the Minbari, Centauri, and Narn 
cultures that we've been given. Look at how all of this information is 
used in plot developments. Captain Sheridan’s penchant for collecting 
conspiracies will lead us down some very interesting corridors. Look 
at the ongoing Machiavellian intrigue going on with the Psi Corps. 
Anytime Star Trek has had some kind of conspiracy like that, it was 
resolved in one episode, or maybe two, and never seen again. 

Look at what we know of Captain Sheridan, from just the few 
episodes that we have seen so far. We know of his wife, we've met 
his sister, we have ideas of how he ran the ship, we have met the 
officer who helped mold him into a commander, and learned a bit 
about him personally. In the episode with the rebel Minbari cruiser 
“Tregatti,” we see the very sharp tactical mind of a combat soldier at 
work. They may call him “Starkiller,” and they may drip venom when 
they say it, but they respect him. 

All of this, and so much more, and in only 1*/2 seasons. DS9 has- 
n't given us half as much, in twice as long. | may actually buy a BS 
fanzine, as all of the information available to the writers of these 
zines will make for more interesting reading. 


Continuity 

All of Star Trek, in its many incarnations, has had some problem 
with continuity. More so now than before. How do you explain, in the 
three part episode that opened the second season of DSY, that 
Starfleet does not immediately dispatch a major starship to ‘aid in the 
evacuation of essential personnel and material’ from DS9? Don't tell 


me that there were none available. | would think for this allegedly 
ultra important outpost, in this highly contested, super sensitive area 
of space that there would be a starship somewhere on patrol! Look 
at how the Federation is dealing with the Maquis. It’s so inconsistent 
within the framework established in the show, let alone in terms of 
political reality, it sets one’s teeth on edge. 

It just seems to a lot of the people that | spoke with, that some 
body's asleep at the switch, and that all of the writers slogging 
through the universe are writing their scripts without any regard to 
what has come before. This is a very vague general feeling that a lot 
of people had trouble trying to quantify when they discussed it. Sort 
of the feather tickling the back of one's brain. 

Among the people that | know who are military buffs, B5's com- 
mand structure seems to work much better than DSQ's. According 
to them, DS9 seems more like an extended PX, while B5 is more like 
a city that had grown around an old fort, as in American history. 
Another fan mentioned that the scripts held his attention more often 
than the DSS one’s did. He put it most succinctly to me when he said 
that he even enjoyed watching the reruns of B5. 

Another point that | need to mention is one that Michael O’Hare 
touched on at a recent appearance at a store in New York City. It is 
extremely rare, in the military, to have the same officer, in the same 
position, for 5-7 years. As Mr. O'Hare mentioned, we are spoiled by 
Star Trek, with its same characters, who never get promoted or 
move on. This is a Hollywood illusion. An officer in place for more 
than two years in a position, is generally someone at some backwater 
outpost, with no hope of promotion, just filling out his/her time 
before retirement. As was mentioned in the Star Trek: The Next 
Generation episode, “The Best of Both Worlds,” either move up, or 
move out of the way. While | also miss Commander Sinclair, it gives 
us an opportunity to meet someone new. Who knows? Maybe next 
season they'll promote Commander Ivanova and put her in charge of 
the station, and we'll see a new first officer! 


The Bits 
These are the little things that go on in the background, subordi- 
nate to any major plot line, but still interesting, and amusing. | men- 
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en a bombing on Mars disrupts plans for a high-level Psi 
Corps convention, Babylon 5 is chosen as an alternative site. 
Talia Winters is contacted to prepare the station for four hundred 
telepaths. Just as the conferences begins an explosion kills four psi 
cops and a military liaison - and all evidence points to Winters. Now 
she must dodge psi cops and prove that she is not a rogue-telepath, 
and must find out who the real killer is. 

John Vornholt, who has written numerous adult and children 
books (including several Star Trek novels), is the author of VOICES - 
the first of the BABYLON 5 novels. The Centaurian Sentinel had 
the opportunity to talk with him about the writing of VOICES. 


CS: You've done other novels based on television series, some of 
which have turned-up on the best seller lists. How hard was it to 
write your BABYLON 5 novel which was about a totally different 
group of characters? 


John: The BABYLON 5 characters are very vivid, which makes them 
easy to hear and plug into. Whatever TV show it is, | always cheat - | 
always write books about my favorite characters. 


CS: Your characterizations are very accurate, especially Sheridan, 
who l'm sure you didn't have a lot of material to work from. Did you 
have to do a lot of research? 


John: Joe Strazcynski gave me a brief run-down on Sheridan, a cou- 
ple months before he put it on the nets. | think of Bruce Boxleitner as 
a very energetic actor, so | made some lucky guesses on the energy 
level and intensity he would bring to the show. Plus, the station com- 
mander had a minor part in VOICES, compared to characters like 
Talia and Garibaldi. 


CS: What kind of help did you get from Joe? Was the actual 
BABYLON 5 bible made available to you? 


tioned Garibaldi’s penchant for practical jokes, and the like. There is 
the romance between Commander Sinclair and Ms. Sakai, that even 
led into a subplot in the middle of the first season. How about 
lvanova’s really biting sense of humor? Look at the second season’s 
ongoing comments about everybody's eating habits. Sheridan’s gain- 
ing weight from eating real food, Ivanova eating the wrong things in 
the rushing around mandatory for an executive officer . . . and I'm 
dying to find out the rest of the recipe for Garibaldi’s banyakata. All of 
these combine to weave a much thicker fabric. 


The Action 

This was probably the most often mentioned point. DS9 talks a lot 
more than B5 does. We see more spaceships, more fist fights, and 
just more movement in B5. The major concept in DS9 was that 
everyone would come to the station, instead of having a starship 
roaming around getting into trouble. The same is true for B5, yet it 
works much better in B5. The Dominion doesn’t compare to the 
Shadow aliens, and what does DSS have that can compare to some- 
one like the Techno-Mages. 


Political Correctness 

| prefer B5 because it’s not politically correct, while striding a very 
thin line. To others, B5 has more action than DS9, probably because 
it isn't PC, and hence the characters are not tripping over them- 
selves avoiding the slightest of frictions and offenses. 


While DS9, and The Next Generation, recently began to deal with 
political situations and boarder conflicts, which generated much 
interest, B5 has been doing it all along. While The Next Generation 
has shown it’s last episode, hopefully the new series Voyager, will 
pick up where The Next Generation left off. DSS is working on get- 
ting more interesting, and the competition between DS9 and B5 is 
beginning to get more intense. Throw in Voyager, along with all of 
the other science fiction/fantasy shows on television and fortunate- 
ly, the true winner of this competition will be the viewers. * 


Mark Marmor, media Techno-wizard 


John: | had the regular Writers and 
Directors Guide, which the TV industry 
calls a bible. Most bibles are only truly 
useful before the show airs, because 
theyre not updated. | didn't have the 
five-year story arc, which is Top Secret. 
| watched certain episodes, like "Mind 
Wars," a lot of times. 


CS: What can you tell us about the 
temperature on Mars? 


John: You had to ask me about the 
temperature! In the first paragraph of the 

book, | mistakenly substituted Kelvin degrees for Celsius degrees, 
leading me to posit Mars hotter than it is. But | got the gravity right, 
as well as a Martian time that couldn't exist on Earth. | wrote the 
book in 3 1⁄2 weeks, so mistakes were inevitable. | just hate to have 
one in the first paragraph. 


CS: The readers’ reviews seem to be very favorable for VOICES. Have 
you had any response from Dell Books, or is it still too early for them 
to commit to a fourth B5 novel? 


John: At the moment, the B5 book series is only three books: 
VOICES, ACCUSATIONS by Lois Tilton, and my BLOOD OATH, coming 
in June. | don't know how they're doing but I'm optimistic that there 
will be more BS novels. 

More books aren't a sure thing, however, even if BABYLON 5 is 
renewed all five years. seaQuest is still on the air, but the seaQuest 
books have been cancelled. Alien Nation novels were just cancelled, 
even though the show is continuing in TV movies. In other words, if 
people want BS novels, they gotta buy them.. x 
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BABYLON 5 EPISODES continued from page 4 


Lennier is worried that Delenn’s prophesy is wrong. She finishes 
building her house of crystals, and silk-like threads start shooting 
out. 

Garibaldi is still alive. He tells Sinclair that President Santiago will 
be killed at the transfer point of Jupiter’s moon lo. Sinclair tries to 
warn Earth Force One but all transmissions are jammed. They try to 
send an emergency signal to ISN’s channel but it is too late, the 
president's ship has been destroyed. 

Londo is upset about the mass destruction of the Narn military 
outpost and contacts Morden. Morden tells Londo that he is already 
being praised on Centauri Prime for the incident. 

Earth Force tells Sinclair that the explosion on the ship was 
caused by an accident in the fusion reactor. Sinclair is ordered to 
keep quite about the situation. 

Garibaldi’s assistant calls security and tells them that Devereaux 
and his men fired at him. He returned fire and killed them all. A 
security guard notices that Devereaux’s PPG should be warm after 
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firing, but instead is cool. 

Vice President Clark is sworn in on Earth Force Two. Sinclair is 
watching ISN reports. Kosh comments, “And so it begins.” and 
reminds Sinclair that he has forgotten to meet with Delenn. He is too 
late - she has been encased in a chrysalis — and is in the process of 
changing. 

Na’Toth enters G'Kar’s quarters. A message was left for her say- 
ing that he has suspicions and is going back to Homeworld to inves- 
tigate the destruction of Quadrant 37. 

Morden tells the Shadows that Londo is on their side. 

Sinclair is with Sakai and remarks to her, “Nothing's the same 
anymore.” 

A tear runs down Lennier’s cheek as his watches over Delenn. 

Catherine Saki was played by Julia Nickson, Devereaux by 
Edward Conery, Stephen Petrov by David Anthony Marshall, Morden 
by Ed Wasser, Garibaldi’s Aide by Macaulay Bruton, and Morgan 
Clark by Gary McGurk. “Chrysalis” was written by J. Michael 
Straczynski. 
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